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CONVERSATION
TOOLKIT
‘TOPICS’ 

TOP TIPS

1. Keep track of the topic

· Know what topic is being talked about

· Think what you know about the topic

· Listen and think about what the person is saying to you

· Add relevant information only

2. Change the topic only when it is appropriate

· Try not to talk about a new topic in the middle of a conversation

· Make sure you and your partner have said all you want to say about the topic

· Pause a moment to let your partner adjust to the new topic

3. Give a signal that you are changing the topic. You can say …

· ‘Do you mind if I change the subject?’

· ‘Can we/shall we talk about something else?’

· ‘Oh that reminds me’

· Talking about … that reminds me’

· ‘Hey, listen to this …’

· ‘Did I tell you that …’
Some children can have specific difficulties with conversational skills.

They can struggle to be successful during conversations as they can …

· confuse the listener by changing topics or introducing new topics without warning.
· not recognising where the conversation has gone wrong 

You can help by remembering the following points:
· Try to keep questions precise rather than open ended. A child is more like to be relevant and on topic if you narrow down the subject matter.

Rather than looking at a book and asking ‘what’s happening here?’ ask a specific question about a character on the page.

· Label topics throughout the day at home and at school e.g. we are talking about ……..,Let’s talk about ……..
· If the child wanders off the topic them gently remind them what the topic is e.g. we are talking about …………., not ……

· Explain that the topic of conversation is the main idea, it’s what people talk about. In a good conversation the people talking/listening know what the topic is at all times. Even if the topic changes, the people still know what’s being talked about.

· Label each topic as you go along e.g. “We are talking about “Numeracy”, “Football”

· Make sure there is a clear start and finish to each topic e.g. we have finished talking about numeracy, now we are going to talk about …

· Write key words relating to the topic on the board. Refer to these words when you are talking.  If the child starts talking about something else you can point to the word and say “we’re not talking about …. now, we are talking about …”  This will remind the child what to think and talk about.

· Use language such as important/not important, relevant/irrelevant, good/not so good

Thinking about my topics 
	Topics I love to talk about


	Topics that I like to talk about


	Topics I do not like to talk about 


Now think about who you would talk about certain things with e.g. what would you talk about to your friends that you would not talk about with your parents?

Family only topics:

Friends only topics:

Both:

Think about good and not so good topics 
· Ask the class to think about good topics to talk about and not so good ones

	GOOD TOPICS
T.V.

FOOTBALL

HOLIDAYS


	
	BAD TOPICS
MY MUM

NAME CALLING


· If a child makes a silly comment or asks a silly question you can ask them if they think it was a good comment/question to make, ask the other children in the group for their opinion.

· Talk about how you feel when people talk about good/not so good topics

· Point out good and not so good comments and questions as you go along

e.g. telling someone that San Francisco lies on a fault line and there could be an earthquake there at any point when you’ve just told him that’s where you’re going for your holiday.

Now think about questions that you can ask for each topic that you have decided is a good topic and also what comments that you can make.
	Topic
	Questions
	Comments

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




Tick a box







Yes

No













1.  Tell me about your hobbies.






2. Do you ever baby-sit?


3. Have you got blue walls in your house?


4. What’s your favourite sport?

5. Do you believe in Jesus?

6. What films do you like?

7. Are you doing anything this weekend?

8. Do you use the internet?


9. Who is your favourite teacher?

10. Do you have any homework due tomorrow?

11. What type of underwear have you got?

12. Do you get along well with your stepsisters?

13. What sound does your doorbell make?



Thinking about school topics

1. Think about good/not so good questions and comments for each lesson topic.

2. Then, cut the lesson cards up and take it in turns to pick a card and ask questions/make comments to start a conversation and keep it going! 
3. Write down the conversation like a film script e.g. 

Speaker 1: What are we doing in Literacy?

Speaker 2: We are writing a story about what happened at the weekend …

	Technology


	Dance

	Literacy


	Art

	Numeracy


	History



	Geography


	P.E

	Science


	I.T.

	Drama


	Religious Education




CHOOSE A GOOD TOPIC TO TALK ABOUT?

Think about each situation. Circle/Tick the topic that would be good to start a conversation with.

1. You will be talking to Max, a new boy in your class. What could you talk about?
· Max’s old school





· Max’s old looking shoes

· Homework

· His spots
· School dinners

2. You will be talking to the secretary in the school office. What could you talk about?
· Her weight

· Her bright lipstick

· A ring that you just found

· Your dinner money

3. You will be talking to your neighbour a nurse. What could you talk about?
· Her cat

· How much she earns

· The weather

· Why her garden is over grown
· Her bad breath
4. You will be talking to your class teacher. What could you talk about?
· Your work

· The school trip next week

· How another child is still talking

· How unfair it is that you didn’t get a good score in a test.

· That she isn’t good at drawing.

5. You will be talking to your Mum’s friend. What will you talk about?
· How old she is looking

· Her missing teeth

· Her new house

· Your new game

· Where she has been with your Mum

6. You will be talking to your Head teacher. What will you talk about?
· How silly you think school rules are

· Your work

· The Christmas play

· His messy hair

7. You will be talking with your best friend.  What could you talk about?
· films




· why you are grounded this week

· party plans                            

·  what to do when you get together

· another friend’s annoying habits

8. You will be talking with your baby sister.  What could you talk about?

· the new puppy



·  War

· a children’s TV show



· a magic trick you know

· why your pocket money isn’t fair 

9. You will be talking with someone who works with your parent.  What could you talk about?

· the person’s missing teeth


· how easy it is to burp

· a football match


· your parent’s latest pay rise


· a new film that most adults like

10. You will be talking with an uncle you see very often.  What could you talk about?

· the last family reunion


· which relatives look like each other

· your worst day ever


· how much older he looks


CHOOSE A GOOD COMMENT/QUESTION TO USE?

Think about each situation. Circle/Tick the comment/question that would be good to use.

1. “It looks like we are going to get rain today.  I’ll get soaked without my raincoat”

· “Do you want a ride home?”

· “I hate walking home in the rain”

· “There goes Jessie. She’s so tall!”

·  “Maybe I’ll stay dry till I get home”

2. “My stomach is growling.  Wouldn’t it be great if we had snack breaks every hour?”

· “Well, at least your stomach would be quiet”

·  “Did you get all the maths problems done yet?”

· “Only if the snacks would be free and chocolate”

· “That’s the dumbest idea you have had yet”

3. “I’ve watched Titanic about a zillion times, but I never get tired of it”

·  “What a waste of time”

·  “Which part is your favourite?”

·  “What makes Titanic so interesting to you?”

·  “That’s a great film.  I’ve only seen it twice”

4. “I just found out that Damian used to live in the house we have just moved into”

·  “How did you find out?”

·  “So what?”

·  “That’s weird!  Does he know you live there now?”

·  “No kidding!  When did he live there?”

5. “Karl’s family is going camping.  I’ve never tried camping”

· “Do you think you would like camping?”

·  “I’ve done it once, but it was just an overnight trip”

·  “I’m going to my aunt’s cabin this year”

·  “Isn’t it quiet around here today?  Where is everyone?”

6. “I’m glad Leo is running for Student Council.  He’d do a great job”
·  “How are you supporting him?”

·  “What planet are you from?”

·  “I think so, too.  When is the election?”

·  “I heard he wants to have a video game room next to the library”

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?
	You didn’t hear what the teacher said
	One of your classmates tells you that their dog has died.



	Your friend says ‘Look I’ve got this new computer game’.
	There’s a new boy that has moved in next door to you. He calls round to your house to say ‘Hello’.

	A classmate tells you that they are going on holiday.
	A classmate asks you if you want to go to their birthday party.



	Your friend tells you that they have lost their dog.
	A classmate tells you that they went out for a trip at the weekend.



	Your friend has a new game that you would like to play with but you don’t know how to play it.
	Your teacher asks you what you did at the weekend.



	Your classmate says ‘I really want to go to the cinema on Saturday’


	Your friend says ‘I saw a great film at the weekend’.

	Your friend tells you that they got something new yesterday.


	Your friend tells you that they have seen a really good new cartoon.

	‘ I went to France for my holidays last year’


	‘My favourite colour is red’

	‘I really don’t like cartoons’


	‘I’ve never been on an aeroplane’

	‘I went out with my Dad at the weekend’


	‘ I love swimming, especially when I’m on my holidays’

	‘I went to the zoo last week with my family’


	‘I hate it when it rains’

	‘My auntie is coming over to my house later’
	‘I went to bed really late last night’

	‘I can’t wait for my birthday’


	‘I can’t wait for Christmas

	‘My shoes are really hurting me today’
	‘I fell over in the playground this morning’



	‘My dog ran away last week and we still haven’t found him’


	‘I wish I could get a pet’



	The baby laughed when… 


	Amy wondered what was in the box

	Oh no it’s getting late and…
	Mum caught a fish so big that…



	I sat on the magic rocking chair and it took me to…
	John opened his lunch box and saw that something had taken a big bite out of his…

	Suddenly the wind blew and I…
	I opened my wardrobe and inside there was a strange box…



	When the cat saw the fish…
	Kate saved up all her spend so that she could…



	Ben wondered what he might have for lunch…
	Taylor found a mystery key and a map…



	When mum saw the Christmas cards all tangled up…


	The trainers were so smelly that…

	I was walking down the road when I saw…


	We arrived at the zoo early…

	I love playing football in the mud


	I got all my spellings right in the test



	I am going to my friends house tonight


	When I feel over in the playground I hurt my knee



	I love when we do PE


	Its too loud in the class room to do my work



	When it is the summer holidays we are going to Gulliver’s World 


	If I get my homework done quickly my mum will take me to McDonalds



	My sisters birthday is today


	When my sister broke my skateboard I was really angry



	My granny has a new puppy
	Talk about the biggest mistake you ever made



	We are going out on our bikes when we get home


	I don’t see why we cant have chips at school anymore



	I don’t like it when I have to go to bed early
	Did you see that great programme last night



	My computer is broken. 


	My brother plays really loud music every night



	I cant find my coat


	Look at the funny person



	Its raining outside


	I love Saturday best


	Spaghetti is my favourite meal?


	I found £5.00 outside



	I heard a really good group last night


	Did you see the programme on the tv last night



	This is a great book


	What film have you enjoyed?



	I’ve just come back from  holiday?


	We won the football match



	Oh good, we are doing maths next 


	I love apples



	I’ve got crisps for my snack


	My dog got run over last night



	Where would you like to visit?


	I am going to the cinema at the weekend



	I saw a famous person in the shops at the weekend


	Its Saturday tomorrow, I love Saturday



	I love rabbits


	My mum bought me some new shoes yesterday



	My pencil broke when we were doing literacy


	My favourite tv star is ..



	The sink in the toilet is broken


	We are buying a new car



	Can I borrow your play station
	Your new shoes are nice




WHICH TOPIC ARE THEY TALKING ABOUT?

Think about each situation. Underline the words that give you a clue about which topic is being talking about. Write a good comment or question.
1. “I heard we’re getting new uniforms for the team.  They’ll be here next week”.

2. “Did you hear the weather report?  There will be snow tomorrow”

3. “What’s up?  Let’s go over to Rory’s for a while”

4. “We need to talk about your school marks.  Tell me how things are going for you at school”

5. “Wasn’t match of the day exciting yesterday?”

6. “Rachel had an accident in PE today”

7. “We were late to school today because the car had a flat tyre”

8. “We have a litter of kittens at home.  There are six of them”

Is this a good comment or question?

Explain why/why not 

1. Speaker: 





Response:

I am hungry




I have a new jumper 

2. Speaker: 





Response:

It’s my birthday 




Where do you live?

3. Speaker: 





Response:
I’ve got a peanut butter 


I don’t like peanut butter sandwich for lunch.

4. Speaker: 





Response:
My bike is broken.                                         How many spokes on the

wheel?

5. Speaker: 





Response:
We’re going on a picnic.
Will you have a cake?

6. Speaker: 





Response:

I just saw your teacher at the                        What car was she driving?

supermarket.

7. Speaker:





Response:

My cat just died.




I don’t like cats.

8. Speaker: 





Response:
Where do you live?



In my house

9. Speaker:





Response:

     I am getting a rabbit.
What name will you give it?

10. Speaker: 





Response:

My dad went to the airport today.                  What was he wearing?

11. Speaker: 





Response:

My dog had puppies last night.                     How many did she have?

12. Speaker: 





Response:

Do you want to play with me?


I’ve got some felt tips

13. Speaker: 





Response:

I’ve got a hamster



I’ve got a puppy

14. Speaker: 





Response:

We’re going to play football at break

Can I play?

15. Speaker: 





Response:
I’ve got a light sabre                                      I don’t like light sabres

16. Speaker: 





Response:
Look at this book



My car is yellow

17. Speaker: 





Response:
My favourite animal is a cat


Dinosaurs are dead




1. Your friend asked if you had noticed the new jeans she is wearing.  You hadn’t noticed them.

2. Your sister asks if you think her new glasses look nice.  You don’t like them.

3. Your Gran gave you a new jumper for your birthday but you were hoping to get a new computer game.  She asked if you liked your present.

4. Bill was messing and talking in the class.  When the teacher came in she asked who was making a noise.

5. A classmate is upset because the other boys told him he is no good at football.  You saw him miss a penalty.

6. You’ve been invited to your friend’s house to have tea.  Your favourite TV programme is on at the same time.

7. Your cousin, with whom you like to ride your bike, is in hospital.  You go to visit him in hospital.

8. You dashed home from school to see your favourite programme.  When you get home your mum and her friend are drinking coffee near the TV, which is switched off.

9. You’ve been invited to a friend’s house.  You want to play on his playstation.  When you get there his older brother is playing on it.

10. A classmate seems upset.  When you ask what is wrong he says his hamster died.  You hate hamsters.

11. Your friend’s haircut is way too short.  He asks if you like it.

12. Your Mum just got her hair done.  She asks if you like it, (you don’t like it).

13. Your Dad asked you to clean out the garage when your favourite T.V. programme is on.
14. Your good friend has been saying things about you behind your back.  You feel really   bad and want to talk with him/her about it
15. You want to ask your parents if you can stay out later on weeknights
16. Your good friend won an award at school.  You want to let your friend know how proud you are of him/her.  
17. One of your friends has been really nice to you lately.  You really appreciate his/her friendship.  You would like to let him/her know it.  
18. You want to use your friends bike to go to the park
19. You and your mum are talking about school results.  She says, “You’re still doing really well in maths.  That always seems to be your best subject.”

20. You and your friend are talking about the food they serve in the canteen.  Your friend says, “I think the pizza is the best thing they serve here.”

21. Your football coach is talking to you about how to improve your football.  Your coach says, “Watch the ball so you can judge it.”

	Keep it going!


	Keep it going!

	Keep it going!


	Keep it going!

	Keep it going!


	Keep it going!

	Keep it going!


	Keep it going!

	Keep it going!


	Keep it going!

	Keep it going!


	Keep it going!

	Keep it going!


	Keep it going!

	Keep it going!


	Keep it going!


	Ask a Question


	Make a Comment



	Ask a Question


	Make a Comment



	Ask a Question


	Make a Comment



	Ask a Question


	Make a Comment



	Ask a Question


	Make a Comment

	Ask a Question


	Make a Comment

	Ask a Question


	Make a Comment



	Ask a Question


	Make a Comment




WHAT COULD YOU SAY ?

For each of the topics listed below, write three different comments you could make or questions that you can ask that would stay on the topic:

1. School lunch

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

2. TV Programmes 

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

3. Clothes 

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________
4. Holidays
· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________
5. Food
· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________
6. Hobbies
· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________
Use the cards to practise having a conversation
	My favourite 

colour is ___________________

What’s yours?
	My favourite 

game is ___________________

What’s yours?

	My favourite

snack is ___________________

What’s yours?
	I like coke

What about you? 

	I got a ​___________________

pet.  

What about you?  
	I’m allowed to go to ___________________ on my bike. 

What about you?  



	My favourite TV programme is ___________________.  

What’s yours?


	My favourite toy is ___________________

What’s yours?  

	I bring ___________________

for lunch.  What about you?  
	At the weekend I like

to ___________________.  

What about you?  

	My best friend is 

​___________________.  

What about you?  


	like to play

___________________.  

What about you?  




	I’d love to 

___________________.  

What about you?  


	The nicest thing anyone did for me was ___________________.  

What about you?    



	The nicest thing I did for 

anyone was ___________________.  

What about you?  


	I feel happy when ___________________.  

What about you?  

	When I’m older I’d like to

___________________.  

What about you?  


	The best day I ever had 

was ___________________.  

What about you?



	The worst day I ever had 

was ___________________. 

What about you?  


	One time I was really scared was when ___________________.  

What about you?  

	One thing that makes me 

angry is ___________________.  

What about you?  


	One thing that makes me really

happy is ___________________.  

What about you?  









GAMES

Changing the topic

It is easier to follow a change in the topic if a speaker signals the topic change.  

Underline where  the topic changes. What signal did the speaker use?
1.
Morris:
“I’m so hungry, I could even eat my mum’s tuna casserole”

Dan:
“Hey, you’re in a bad way!  You should have eaten more breakfast”

Morris:
“Yeah I’m sorry I didn’t.  But I’ll tell you what I did do this morning.  I got up one hour early so I could go on the Playstation”.

2.
Cecillia:
“Grandpa, we need to have a talk.  When my friends come    




over, I don’t want you to tell them dumb stories about what 




you did when you were our age”


Grandpa:
“Okay, I can see how you would be embarrassed.  But you 




kids just don’t know how lucky you are.  On another subject, 




there’s something you can do for me”.


Cecillia:
“What’s that grandpa?”


Grandpa:
“You can sit with me while we go through this photo album.  




You’ll love it!”

3.
Dale:

“I’m sorry I broke your glasses, Nick.  It was an accident”.


Nick:

“I know it was Dale.  I’m sorry I blew up at you.  I was really




angry at myself for leaving them on the bench.  That part 




was my fault”.


Dale:

“Okay let’s forget it.  Now let me ask you something.  Who 




were you talking to on the phone?  Your face was beetroot”.


Nick:

“Just personal business, Dale.  Very personal”

4.
Ken:

“I have at least three hours of homework to do tonight”.


Mum:

“That seems like a lot.  Need any help?”


Ken:

“No I don’t think so, but thanks.  Hey, I’ve been thinking




about something”.


Mom:

“What’s that?”


Ken:

“I’d like to get a part-time job after school.  What do you 




think?”

5.
Barbara:
“Why does aunt Rachel always look like she has the




measles?” 


Dad:

“She has a skin condition.  Whenever she gets in the 




sun , she gets a rash.  Now, here’s another thing.




Aunt Rachel is coming to stay with us for two weeks next





month.  What can you do to make her feel welcome?”


Barbara:
“Why is it up to me to make her feel welcome?  What about




the rest of this family?”


Dad:

“She’s staying with us so she can come to your choir 




concert.  You’re her favourite niece.  Aunt Rachel never had 





any children.  She’s really looking forward to visiting us, and




especially to seeing you.  Get the picture?”


Barbara:
“Yes, I get it.  I’ll think of something”.

Ending a conversation ….

Strategy:
Before you say good-bye, make a comment that gives your listener a clue that you need to end the conversation.

Examples:

[image: image1]
Can you think of any other ways to end the conversation. Are they good or not so good ways? e.g. walk off, yawn

Write down what you could say to end the following conversations
1.
You are talking to your best friend between classes.  You have to go up 3 floors for your next class.

2.
Your mum is talking with you about the camping trip your family is going on this weekend.  You have to leave to go to football practice.

3.
Your friend phones you at home.  He/she won’t finish talking, and you have to do some homework.

4.
You are visiting your grandmother.  She is very happy to have the company.  You need to go home before it gets dark outside.

5.
Your friend calls to see you but you have a bus to catch and you do not want to miss it, otherwise you will have a long wait for the next one.

6.
You are talking on the telephone when the door bell rings.

7.
You have an appointment at the dentist and the lady next door stops to talk to you on your way there.

8.
You take the dog for a walk and you meet your mum’s friend who wants to chat, but your dog wants to go for his walk.

9.
You are getting ready to go to the football match with your Dad when the telephone rings and your friend wants to talk to you.

10.
You have talked to your sister about a book you have just read and suggests she reads it, you don’t want to spoil the story for her.

Giving the right amount of information


Why would you want to only give the right amount of information?

· To tell people what they have asked
· To answer the question 

· To keep the conversation interesting

· Because people don’t usually need to know everything that has happened

What is good about giving the right amount of information?

· People will like to ask you questions

· People will enjoy talking to you 

· You can help people to learn new things

· It is polite

· It is helpful and friendly 

· People will not get bored

What is bad about giving too much information?

· People will get confused

· People will get bored

· People may not ask you questions

· People may not talk to you a lot

What is bad about giving too little information?

· You don’t answer the question 

· You should answer the question 

· You should tell people what they need to know if you can 

What will others feel if you give the right amount of information?

· Interested

· They will enjoy themselves

What will others feel if you give too much information?

· Bored

· Annoyed

· Fed up 

· Confused

What will others feel if you give too little information?

· Confused 

· Annoyed

What happens when you give too much information?

· People stop listening to you 

· People get bored

· People get confused

· People do not want to talk to you a lot

What happens when you give too little information?

· You do not help the person who asked the question

· People get confused 

Read the conversations and choose the best question/comment. Think about whether the response gives the right amount of information or not.

SCENARIO ONE
It is the first day back at school. Your friend asks you some questions about your holiday: 
1. Did you have a good holiday? 

a. Yes 

b. Yes it was okay 

c. Yes we went to the park and the funfair and to the swimming pool and to my Nan’s house and to the beach and it was great 

2. Did you go on holiday?

a. No 

b. Yes

c. We went to Blackpool and it was hot every day and it only rained once and we went to the beach 

d. Yes we went to Blackpool. Did you go on holiday? 

3. What did you do on holiday?

a. I went on the log flume 7 times and I went bike riding for 2 hours and I went to the cinema 3 times 

b. We played on the beach and make sandcastles

c. Played 

SCENARIO TWO 
You are in class. A teacher asks you to talk about your favourite film.
1. What is your favourite film?

a. I like shrek and the cat is really cute and donkey is really funny and the prince is nasty 

b. Shrek

c. Shrek 2 is the best

2. Why is it your favourite film?

a. It’s really funny and I like the jokes

b. It has lots of jokes like the one in the swamp and the one in the castle and the cartoons are amazing and the singing is really good my favourite bit is when they are trying to get into the tower

c. Just is 

3. How many times have you watched your favourite film? 

a. Four times

b. I watched it with Mary and John and I watched it with mum and once I watched it at granddad’s house and I saw it at school at the end of term and at the cinema 

c. Don’t know

d. Maybe three or four times 

SCENARIO THREE
You are in the shop and the shop assistant comes to talk to you.
1. Can I help you?

a. No

b. Yes please I want a skate board

c. Well I was looking for something to play with because I really like playing out and I have roller skates and a swing but they are boring now

2. Do you like the blue skateboard or the red one?

a. The red one

b. I like them both 

c. Red

d. I like the blue the best because blue is my favourite colour and my bedroom is blue and my favourite jumper is blue and blue is the colour of the sky 

3. Do you want to buy anything else?

a. No thanks

b. Yes, I need knee pads

c. Yes I need to get some knee pads in case I fall off my skateboard and I might hurt my knee and last time I hurt my knee I had to put a plaster on it but it’s ok now, look

SCENARIO FOUR 
You are at a friend’s house for tea. Your friend’s dad asks you what you want to eat. 
1. Would you like pizza or sausages for tea?

a. Pizza please

b. I like sausages with red sauce and I like sausages that are fat and w have sausages on the barbeque 

c. Sausages

2. What’s your favourite drink?

a. I love milk or chocolate milk or strawberry milkshake but banana milk shake is horrible and I like milk in a big glass with a straw

b. Milk or orange

c. Orange 

3. Do you want to go to the cinema or bowling after tea? 

a. I like bowling but I’m not very good

b. I want to go to the cinema and see a cartoon film and eat popcorn and the last time I went to the cinema I had a hot dog too

c. Cinema 

GAMES 
Twenty questions: the group asks one person to think of an object/person/place. Then the group can ask 20 questions to find out what the person is thinking of.
Build it up: the group should think of a topic to talk about. Then each person takes it in turn to ask a question or make a comment to keep the conversation going. As each person does so they can put a brick on the wall. 

Ask the audience: One person starts off the conversation by asking a question, the person next to them should answer the question then ask the person sat next to them the same question. Ask different questions.
Pass the greeting: pass a greeting around the group eg. Hello, how are you?
1. Offer a genuine compliment e.g.  "Those are nice shoes", "You did a fantastic job with that presentation today", "I love the way you play the piano.". 

2. Bring up family. Parents can be a touchy subject for people so stick to brothers and sisters!

· Do you have any siblings? How many? 

· What are their names? 

· Do you look alike? 

· Do you all have similar personalities? 

· Who was the favorite? 

3. Ask about their travels. Ask the person where they've been; even if they have never left their home town, you can always ask where they want to go.

4. Inquire about food and drink. 

5. Ask about work. 

6. Find out about their interests and hobbies. 

· What do you do in your spare time? 

· What kind of music do you listen to? 

· What kinds of movies do you like to watch? 

· What are your favorite TV shows? 

· What's your favorite board game or card game? 

7. Play it safe and don't talk about any of the following:

· Illness, bad health, weight

· Unpleasant smells 

· Bragging 







CHANGE THE TOPIC
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Conversations should be ended with farewell e.g. “Goodbye, Have a nice day, or  see you around, see you later …





Closing a conversation can be more difficult than getting one started, especially if the other person is interested in continuing to talk.  Here is a strategy you can try.





      “Well, I better get going now.”





“Well, it’s been nice talking to you.”





“The bell is just about ready to ring.  We’d better go.”





“Oh, I almost forgot! I have to go …..”


“I’ll talk to you more later, I have to ….”











Think about these questions …





Why would you want to only give the right amount of information?


What is good about giving the right amount of information?


What is bad about giving too much information?


What is bad about giving too little information?


What will others feel if you give the right amount of information?


What will others feel if you give too much information?


What will others feel if you give too little information?


What happens when you give too much information?


What happens when you give too little information?





For each question, discuss what information would be too little, too much, just right.





What is your name?


Where do you live?


How old are you?


What is your favourite game? Why?


Where do you go to school?


What is it like at school?


What is your favourite colour? 


What is your favourite TV programme? Why?


What did you do today?


What do you do at the weekend?


What are your friends called?


What is your favourite lesson at school? Why?


What job do you want to do when you are older?


What did you get for Christmas? Did you like it?


What did you do for your birthday?








